Youth Ministry 

Policies
Ball Camp Baptist Church

2412 Ball Camp/Byington Road
Knoxville, TN 37931
Youth Ministry Statement of Philosophy
As a church, our goal is to share the love of Christ by witnessing, ministering to those in need, worshipping, developing disciples, and by being together.  The church’s goal for the Youth Ministry is to lead youth to encounter Jesus Christ and accept Him as Lord and Savior; to deepen that personal relationship with Jesus Christ into a maturing and independent faith, and help them to reach out and minister to those around them.

The goal of the Ball Camp Baptist Church Youth Ministry is to provide opportunities for youth to:

· Connect with God in a personal way.

· Connect with their peers, church, and community.

· Connect with God and each other in a safe, encouraging environment.

The following policies for the Youth Ministry at Ball Camp Baptist Church are for the purpose of creating and maintaining such a safe environment as well as to create expectations for all those that are involved.

Questions about these policies should be addressed to the Pastor to Students and/or the Youth Leadership Team.


Conduct
1. Our purpose in coming together as a youth group is:

a. Worship.

b. Fellowship

c. Ministry

d. Spiritual Growth 

2. Always respect one another’s differences, seeking to exemplify Christ-like love and understanding in relationship with others.  Encourage one another in strengths and in weaknesses.

3. Good manners and politeness are expected of youth participants.  Reverence in certain areas (i.e. the sanctuary), and during certain programs (i.e. worship and prayer times) is expected.  Van safety includes speaking softly, staying seated and wearing a seat belt.

4. The welfare of the entire youth group will take precedence over personal desires and ambitions in making decisions and plans for the youth group.

5. Adult leaders are friends and encouragers to youth.  The youth programs of the church could not happen without them.  Respect for their authority, guidance and teaching is expected of all youth participants.

6. Faithful and punctual attendance and positive, respectful participation of all youth in Youth Ministry Programs will be expected, and is essential for unity, purpose, and identity in our church.

7. Profane language, drug/chemical use, and smoking are not allowed.

8. Strive to listen and be sensitive to one another’s needs, bearing one another’s burdens.  When differences or misunderstandings do occur, confront one another, in love, concerning behavior or attitudes which hurt our fellowship or an individual’s physical, mental, or spiritual well-being.  Personal, direct communication between believers is essential in avoiding gossip and group encounters.  Seek Godly advice, and/or help from youth leaders in doing this.
9. Respectful care and good stewardship of our church’s facilities (church, youth suite, fellowship hall, etc.), equipment, vehicles, and furnishings will be encouraged and expected of all participants in the Youth Ministry program.

10. Local events held off the church grounds (home socials, service projects, etc.) are opportunities to represent oneself, one’s family, one’s church, and one’s Lord.  At all times youth must be where they are expected to be, treat property with care, be ready helpers, and be thankful to those hosting the event.

Discipline
The desire of the Youth Ministry at Ball Camp Baptist Church is to see our youth produce a rich harvest of righteousness and peace.  Discipline will always be administered with loving-kindness, respect, and clear understanding to those participants requiring such.  The key to good discipline within a youth ministry is informed understanding and support among youth leaders, parents, and youth.

1. God’s love is our motivation, and God’s grace is our model.

2. Basic discipline in youth programming requires trust and respect.  It is necessary that youth leaders develop this in their relationships with youth.  Youth are in the process of maturation and some discipline is to be expected with every young person at some time or other.  This is discipline of a non-serious nature.

3. When conduct of youth participants does not meet guidelines for acceptable conduct (see “Conduct” policy sheet), the discipline required is of a more serious nature.  When serious discipline problems occur (i.e. unsafe behavior, fighting, being disrespectful to adults, etc.), the following progression of action will be taken:
a. Private talk with the young person by adult leader.  The problem behavior will be defined, appropriate behavior will be encouraged, and logical consequences will be given.  Parents will be notified by Pastor to Students.  In the event that the Pastor to Students is unavailable, the Adult leader of the activity shall notify the parents.
b. Private conference with the Pastor to Students and/or adult leader, young person, and parents.  Actions will be taken to insure that the discipline problem is controlled, and/or further help is procured.

4. When serious discipline problems do occur during an activity, the leader in charge may dismiss the offending youth from participation in that activity.  In such a situation, that leader or the adult leader’s designee, will accompany the youth to a telephone to call his/her parents.  Parents are responsible for the expense of any youth sent home from an away-from-church event.

5. Youth and/or their parents will be responsible for all costs related to injury of people or property as caused by that youth.

6. Exclusion from youth program activity, the logical consequence of problem behavior, will be at the discretion of the Pastor to Students in consultation with the youth’s parents and will be used only as a last resort.

7. Should disciplinary action be deemed necessary, all efforts to maintain confidentiality of the offender and the reporter should be taken.  The youth and the family of the youth do not deserve to have their issues pointed out to others.

Parents’ Responsibilities
As parents, youth workers, and staff, it is our goal that young people know Christ and develop a maturing and independent faith.  Because excellence in worship, fellowship, and ministry are so important, parents are asked to support the Youth Ministry by:

1. Praying for their child and all youth at Ball Camp Baptist Church, that they may “grow in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man.”

2. Carefully reading the Youth Ministry Policies booklet.

3. Encouraging students to bring their Bibles to worship services, Sunday School, and other appropriate activities.

4. Making sure that when there is a youth event at church, their youth are in attendance at the event and not elsewhere on the church grounds.

5. Youth arriving on time for scheduled weekly meetings and special events.

6. Youth being picked up on time from special events.

7. Providing the Pastor to Students or program leader with information (i.e. special awards, involvement in sports, music, plays, student leadership, etc.) that will help the workers get to know their child and encourage them in their gifts.

8. Complete a Permission/Medical Authorization form for each youth on an annual basis.

9. Volunteering to help with events as needed.

10. Be supportive of parents’ meetings.

11. Be sure that parents are represented on the Youth Leadership Team to give parental input to the direction of the Youth Ministry and to activities planned.

12. Understanding the Christian education goals of the Youth Ministry.  It is essential to the success of our ministry for parents to know what is being studied.  Follow up and encouragement are needed with their youth.  Parental contact with leaders of the youth is needed to assess each individual youth’s spiritual progress.
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Chaperones

1. Chaperones for Ball Camp Baptist Church youth activities are to seek the spiritual and positive relational growth of all students.  Chaperones will love and minister to youth and seek to get to know and encourage youth in their many interests and talents and help them grow in self-discipline as well as kind and responsible speech.

2. Chaperones are expected to be prepared to lead an unsaved youth to a saving faith in Jesus Christ or help the youth find someone who can.
3. Prior to each event, the Pastor to Students or coordinating adult leader for the youth activity will assign specific responsibilities to all chaperones.  These duties can include leading Bible studies, leading prayer time, supervising or assisting with activities, serving food, snacks, or drinks, driving a church vehicle, and cleanup.
4. Chaperones must make sure that youth behave in a responsible Christian manner and that, as an adult leader, they set a positive example by behaving as a mature Christian in word and deed.

5. Chaperones will immediately report all instances (in vehicles or at the event) of unsafe or repeated unbecoming conduct to the Pastor to Students, event director, or chaperone coordinator.

6. Since chaperones are giving their time and effort, Ball Camp Baptist Church will pay reasonable expenses for all chaperones when possible.  In return, chaperones are expected to perform their duties as requested by the Pastor to Students or coordinating adult leader, and above all, spend time with the youth.

7. Chaperones are to be members of Ball Camp Baptist Church.  Exceptions may be made with approval of the Pastor to Students.

8. Chaperones should be at least 21 years of age.

9. The number of youth per adult will be in accordance with the policy of the location where the activity is held.  In the event the location does not specify this ratio or specifies a ratio which Ball Camp Baptist Church feels may be too high to ensure safety of our youth, Ball Camp Baptist Church will, at a minimum, have a ratio of no more than eight (for Middle School) to ten (for High School) youth per adult chaperone.  In the event that an adequate number of chaperones are not available, the event will be cancelled.

10. Children of chaperones other than those who are youth participating in the activity are not to be included unless otherwise authorized by the Pastor to Students.

11. Chaperones must turn receipts in to the Pastor to Students for approval for reimbursements.  He/She will submit them to the church office for remittance.

12. Chaperones will be asked to submit information for a criminal background check.  Information received from the background check will be held in confidence.

Miscellaneous 

1. During any event sponsored by Ball Camp Baptist Church, either at church or away from church, all music played without use of personal headphones must be Christian based.  All genres of Christian music are accepted.

2. During official Youth Ministry events, transportation to and from the destination will be provided by Ball Camp Baptist Church.

a. Students should not drive to Youth Ministry events that are out of town.  Students with a driver’s license may drive locally to Youth Ministry events with prior parental consent.  Students may not ride with other students without prior parental consent.

3. Confidentiality – Due to the sensitive nature of issues that arise in ministering to youth, all efforts should be taken to maintain the student’s confidence.  This should be upheld at all cost except when a student discusses harming himself/herself or other individuals, committing a crime or being abused.  Any serious issues discussed in confidence should be reviewed with one of the ministers, who will also protect the nature of the discussion.  Conferring with a minister on sensitive issues is not considered breaking confidence.

a. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 37, Chapter One, Part Four requires that any person having knowledge of child abuse or neglect must report the abuse to the Juvenile Court Judge, or the Department of Human Services, or the Sheriff or Chief of Police. Failure to report child abuse or neglect is a crime. Reports of child abuse are confidential and if the report is made in good faith, the person making the report cannot be sued or charged with crime for reporting.
b. Should abuse be suspected, Ball Camp Baptist Church should:

i. Secure the safety of the student.

ii. Notify the parent or legal guardians if they are not the suspected perpetrator(s).

iii. Notify appropriate church leadership and the county Department of Human Services.

iv. Report the incident to the church’s attorney and insurance company.

v. Document all actions taken to handle the incident.

vi. Anyone suspected of child abuse or under the investigation of potential child abuse should be removed from his/her position until the matter is resolved.

Trip/Activity Participant Guidelines
1. All trips/activities of the Ball Camp Baptist Church Youth Ministry are under the sponsorship of the church and related ministry teams/committees of the church.  All conduct by participants in trips/activities should reflect a Christ-like example in every way.  If there is any question as to what this example implies, a chaperone will be glad to assist.

2. Chaperones are essential for any trip/activity.  Without them, there would be no trip/activity.  Respect for, and obedience to trip/activity chaperones is expected.

3. While under the supervision of Ball Camp Baptist Church, the following activities are not allowed:

a. Smoking, or any other use of tobacco products/items (i.e. lighters, matches)

b. Abusive language (obscene, harassing, threatening, etc.)

c. Use of any drugs (including alcohol), unless prescribed by a physician and approved by the trip/activity coordinator

d. Participation in any activity or with any persons apart from the supervision of Ball Camp Baptist Church, unless approved by the trip/activity coordinator.

e. Use of, or possession of weapons (guns, any type of knives), or fireworks

f. Any activity or conduct that is harmful (or potentially harmful) to persons, property, or wildlife

4. Public dress should reflect Christian values.  If there is any question concerning what is appropriate, or what is not, a chaperone will help the participant decide.  If a chaperone requests any modification of a participants dress, the participant is expected to abide by the instructions of the chaperone.
5. On overnight trips/activities there will always be separate sleeping areas for males and females.  No one of the opposite sex should ever be in the other sex’s sleeping area, unless specific permission is received from a chaperone, and then, only for a specific purpose.

6. Radios, CD players, iPODS, and mp3 players are allowed if individual headsets are used, unless otherwise stated by policies at the intended location.  Use of such equipment is allowed only during non-planned portions of the trip.  Always remember that each time these items are brought and left in vehicles they are more subject to theft.

7. Cell phones are permitted but only when they do not distract from the planned events of the trip/activity.

Every person’s willingness to abide by these guidelines and to cooperate in observing them is essential to trip/activity participation under the sponsorship of the Youth Ministry of Ball Camp Baptist Church.  Failure to observe these guidelines will result in disciplinary action, which can include being sent home from the trip/activity and/or exclusion from future trips/activities.
